


Introduction

u Referendum on 5th May 2022 (Knebworth Ward 1) 
alongside the NHDC District councillor elections:

òDo you want NHDC to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Knebworth 
to help it decide planning applications in the Neighbourhood Area?ó

u It matters that we have a say in planning decisions that impact our 
community across Knebworth Parish

u This presentation explains what our Neighbourhood Plan is

u If you vote YESon 5th May our Neighbourhood Plan will have legal 
status in planning law and NHDC must consider it going forwards



What is a 

Neighbourhood Plan?

u It is a vision for our community, with a set of 

policies designed and written specifically for 

Knebworth Parish

u Helps our local community have a greater say 

in planning decisions made by NHDC as they 

must take it into account

u It does not propose any new housing, but 

neither can it stop NHDC Local Plan changing 

the Green Belt boundary and expanding the 

main village (site allocations KB1, KB2, KB4)



History of Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan

u Knebworth Parish Council started it in 2016 and own it

u Developed by a team of volunteers over 6 years

u Each topic has been researched and policies proposed

u It has gone through several stages of consultation

u In the Referendum a majority must say YES to bring it into force

2016 Set up by 
Knebworth 

Parish Council

2017 
Scoping, 
evidence 
gathering

2018 
Surveys, draft 

policy 
development

2019

Open Days, AECOM 
report, informal 

consultations

2020 Formal 
consultation

2021 
Inspection

2022 
Referendum



What does our Neighbourhood Plan cover?

It is an overall 
statement of our 
vision for the village

Policies cover a range 
of topics inspired by 
the surveys

Evidence has been 
gathered to support 
the policies

It can mainly influence 
how development 
happens, not if it does

It can influence what 
gets spent from 
development windfall 
money in the locality

ñKnebworth aims to be a vibrant and inclusive village community, a great place to live that is 

distinct and separatefrom its neighbouring communities. A place that aspires to good design 

and improved environmental performance where everybody has access to green spaces. 

A community that will accommodate sustainable growth and development in its population, 

services and infrastructure that embraces our values, has the minimum impact on local nature 

and wildlife and that ensures Knebworthôs fundamental rural character is maintained. ñ



Our Neighbourhood Plan covers 6 topics

Development 
Strategy

Built 
Environment

Local 
Economy

Environment 
and Flooding

Wellbeing

Transport, 
Traffic and 

Parking



A wide range of 27 policies (see appendix)



So why do we want 

you to say YES?

u Knebworth is facing significant future 

development from the NHDC Local Plan

u Our Neighbourhood Plan allows us to 

have a say in how planning applications 

get decided by NHDC, via our policies

u Without it, we have no voice in the 

planning application process that must 

be listened to by planners

u With it, we can influence what happens

NHDC Local Plan proposed sites (red)

éwe need our Neighbourhood Plan to help

cope with this and other potential growth



Questions
u If I vote for the Referendum am I voting for more housing here?

u NO! Our Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate any land for housing,

u The NHDC Local Plan is proposing to change the Green Belt boundary. We have reflected this in our 
Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan because it is likely to happen and we are seeking to cope with it,

u Voting for our Neighbourhood Plan will help control new developments if they occur.

u How is this different from the NHDC Local Plan?

u Local Plan covers the whole district, whereas our plan is specific to Knebworth Parish,

u The NHDC Local Plan allocates sites for new housing, including Knebworth village (KB1, KB2, KB4).

u What has happened to the draft policies on Schools, Traffic, Transport and Parking and 
Environmental Pollution?

u Our Neighbourhood Plan went through an independent examination in 2021,

u The Examiner decided that on these topics we could not include what we wanted because we were 
relying on the NHDC Local Plan, which is not final yet,

u The Neighbourhood Plan team plan to review this as soon as possible.



Please vote YES - Thank you!


