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KNEBWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 13 April 2016 in 
Knebworth Village Hall at 8.00 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  Councillors Mr Alan Sleator (Chairman), Dr Graham Fothergill, Ms Carly 
Gribble, Mr Steve Hemingway, Mr Rob Procter, Mr Paul Ward, Mr Roger Willcocks 
  
In attendance: The Clerk and six members of the public 
 

1.         Apologies 
There were apologies for absence from Mr Burr, Mrs Conybeare and Mrs Stacey. 
Absent Mr Farr and Mr Jefford. 

 

2. Declarations of interest  
Mr Procter and Ms Gribble declared an interest in 1 Church Gardens. 

 

3. Public Participation 
Mr Adams addressed the council on his continued concerns for the safety of 
pedestrians using Swangleys Lane at the start and end of a school day. Since last 
year when he raised the matter the Parish Council has raised it with the County 
Council and the headmaster of the JMI. The Council did not contact Swangleys Farm 
to arrange for deliveries outside school times. He stated that parking on Swangleys 
Lane at peak times is bad, but it is worse on Old Lane. Knebworth Parish council has 
not come up with any creative proposals and asked if it accepted that there is no 
safety issue and has discharged its duty. He proposed that the footpath be extended 
along Swangleys Lane with a drop off point near Old Lane, although he did not know 
if the land owner would agree to this area being set aside. 
 
He felt that this would alleviate the potential risk of a runaway grain lorry ploughing 
into children. He was not an expert but felt the road was wide enough for a 
pavement. He had not approached the school governors as he felt that they would 
only be concerned with vehicles parked in the immediate vicinity. 
 
It was agreed to forward Mr Adams proposals to HCC for consideration. 

 

4. Camra Campaign 
Camra are running a campaign to register local pubs as assets of community value. 
A pub in Kimpton had been registered and there was a successful bid to stop 
development and purchase the pub. The Council deferred a decision until the 
representative from Camra attends a meeting. 

 

5. Library 
Mr Stringer and Mr Hall represented St Martins Road Residents Association 
(SMRRA) which became aware of the redevelopment of the library site last year, with 
an expectation that plans would be submitted in March 2015. Plans of the 
development were made available at the Knebworth Village Festival Fun Day in June. 
The plans showed twenty four parking spaces which is less than the aggregate of the 
current surgery and library sites. SMRRA asked for a meeting with the surgery and a  
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copy of the full size plans. Neither has been forthcoming, only a comment that it 
would be consulted once the plans are fully submitted to NHDC. The association 
wished to raise its concerns with the Parish Council prior to the application being 
submitted. 
 
The principal concerns of SMRRA are: 
Traffic associated with school pick up and drop off times. 
The proposed development is overdevelopment and intensifying activity in this area.  
Congestion at the junction of St Martins Road and London Road.; access and 
egress. There are problems with the pedestrian crossing and the bell mouth, 
especially with children crossing. 
Inadequate on and off street parking with the lack of parking for the proposed site. 
Residents of St Martin’s Road are responsible for the frontages because it is a 
private road and have to maintain the surface, but there are other difficulties. 
There is no kerb or footway on the private section of St Martins Road 
There is also a problem with overrun of the edge of the road, which damages the 
surface. 
There is also the problem of controlling parking in the private road. Signs are erected 
but are either damaged or removed. SMRRA tries to ensure that no prescriptive 
rights are obtained. The construction will also place more strain on parking in the 
area. 
 
Mr Spooner, Practice Manager, stated that there had not been a refusal to meet with 
residents, however the plans have been revised and amended so it would be difficult 
to have a meeting with a meaningful outcome. When the surgery gets the plans we 
will have discussion with people. However we must be realistic here there will be a 
parking issue. There will be repercussions if this does not go ahead. The current 
surgery is in need of repair. It is difficult to get GP’s interested when they are shown 
around a shabby building. We cannot move to new services into the surgery because 
we do not have the space. There is more parking that the current site and planners 
have seen the proposals. There have been delays with the community registration 
and HCC ensuring a site for the temporary building once this is sorted a formal 
application will be submitted. The surgery is larger than existing because the NHS 
would not fund the build if it did not meet future needs. With regard to parking one 
option is to let staff park in St Martin’s Road car park  to free spaces on site for 
patients 
 
Mr Hall, SMRRA, highlighted that at school time there is no spare capacity in the car 
park or road. It would be adding to the problem but it doesn’t resolve the overall 
capacity for parking. Peak parking times are 8.30-9.30 for the school and the surgery 
We wanted to meeting the Practice to see what mitigation measures are proposed. 
We believe that it is overdevelopment of the site with a surgery, pharmacy, library 
and three flats which will increase parking pressures. 
 
Mr Willcocks asked, if the ground floor was a car park would it address the 
concerns? 
 
Mr Hall thought it would address parking issues but there would still be problems at 
the main road junction. 
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The suggestion of an hour’s free parking in St Martins Road Car park was raised. Mr 
Hemingway reported that NHDC considers that Knebworth has received enough 
parking expertise and other places in the district with stations have similar problems. 

 

6. Planning Matters 
6.1 16/00508/1 Land at 9 Deards Wood, Knebworth 
Detached 4-bedroom bungalow and replacement garage 
Neighbours objected to the overdevelopment of the site and impact on the adjacent 
property. Deards Wood is a cul de sac which has an open character with space 
between dwellings.  
The neighbour objects to the proposed large bungalow as overdevelopment of the 
site. The Council objects to the application on the grounds that it is overdevelopment 
of the site, out of character with the area and proximity to adjacent property. 
6.2 16/00554/1HH Windrush, Rabley Heath Road, Codicote, Welwyn  
Part single, part two storey side extension; two storey rear extension  
No objection 
6.3 16/00374/1HH  160 Park Lane, Old Knebworth, Knebworth 
Widening and replacement of existing vehicle crossover.  
No objection 
6.4 16/00799/1HH 1 Church Gardens, Stevenage Road, Knebworth 
Single storey front extension 
No objection  
6.5 16/00767/1HH 189 Park Lane, Old Knebworth, Knebworth 
New vehicular crossover  
No objection 
6.6 16/00853/1HH 10 Peters Way, Knebworth 
Front entrance porch  
No objection 
6.7 16/00843/1HH 12 Peters Way, Knebworth 
Front entrance porch 
No objection   

 

7. Minutes 
Proposed by Mr Procter, seconded by Dr Fothergill and 

Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 9 March 
2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

8. Matters Arising from previous meetings 
8.1 Neighbourhood Plan 
The chairman reported on the meeting with NHDC officers on the production of a 
neighbourhood plan for Knebworth. The land set aside for West of Stevenage does 
not come within the parish and therefore there is not an issue designating the whole 
parish. Sites are under active consideration with the three new sites. If a Local Plan is 
not adopted the Secretary of State will impose a plan.  
 
The Council agreed that it should try to influence development in the parish through a 
neighbourhood plan. 
 
The Council approved the terms of reference of the Steering Committee for the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

http://documentportal.north-herts.gov.uk/GetDocList/Default.aspx?doc_class_code=DC&case_number=16/00853/1HH
http://documentportal.north-herts.gov.uk/GetDocList/Default.aspx?doc_class_code=DC&case_number=16/00843/1HH
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9. Hertfordshire Pension Pool 
Proposed by Mr Willcocks, seconded by Mr Procter and 

Resolved that Knebworth Parish Council should remain in the pension pool. 

 

10. Football Clubs 
The Council approved the Football Club’s request to replace the gate at the rear of 
the groundsman’s store. It withheld approval for the storage site in front of the 
groundsman store on the grounds it is too big. It would consider a revised request for 
a smaller area with gate facing the pavilion and a fence height no greater than 1.8m. 

 

11. Clerk’s Report  
11.1 Herts Highways Together has a risk assessment meeting scheduled for 

28 April. The clerk is to attend. 
11.2  The annual village litter pick is scheduled for Saturday 18 June. 
11.3 A resident has asked for advice on obtaining a school place at Knebworth 

JMI for her five year old. 
11.4 A resident has complained about commuter parking on Gun Lane. 
 

12. Accounts 
Proposed by Dr Fothergill, seconded by Mr Willcocks and  

Resolved to approve the accounts paid from 1- 31 March 2016. 
 

13. Any Other business 
13.1 The clerk confirmed that the village hall heating had been repaired at a 
cost under £300. The pressure is being monitored to ensure there are no further 
leaks. 
 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman   ___________________________________ 
 
 
Date    ___________________________________ 
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