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KNEBWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 14 June 2017 in the 
Knebworth Village Hall at 8.00 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  Councillors Roger Willcocks, Rosemary Conybeare, Graham Fothergill, 
Jenny Harrison, Stephen Hemingway, Paul Jobling and Paul Ward 
 
In attendance: Dee Banks and twelve members of the public 
 

1.  Apologies 
 Apologies Mr Farr and the Clerk. Absent Mr Jefford. 

 

2. Declarations of interest  
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3.      Public Participation 
 
Mrs Lyons informed the Council about the current issues with the potential loss of the 
after school club at Knebworth JMI, as the room used for the past eighteen years is 
being closed on health and safety grounds.  Fifty five families and seventy eight 
children use the out of school club, it is an essential service for working parents.  
 
Mrs Ryan, the acting Head, stated that school has offered a temporary solution until 
February 2018. A new head will be in post in September 2017, who will make 
decisions going forward.  
 
Ms Whitrow, chair of school governors, said that the school and the governors have 
been working with the manager of the Out of School Club. The school site is limited 
and there is not available space to accommodate another portacabin. The 
development of Entech House, if approved, and development via the Local Plan 
needs the school to extend to accommodate additional requirements. It is to submit a 
bid into Herts County Council to replace the building. 
 
The chairman agreed to bring forward item 9 on the agenda. 
 

4. Out of School Club 
The Council discussed the problem of the school building used by the Out of School 
Club being condemned. The Club has been given notice to leave at the end of term. 
The Chair of the School Governors is proactively working with the head to look for 
solutions. The Council chairman offered to mediate if required. 
 
The Council was concerned that no funding provision had been made even though 
the building was known to have a limited life over fifteen years ago. S106 funding 
maybe available, but the final decision rests with the HCC Education Department. 
Alternative accommodation considered was the pavilion and Trinity Church Hall 
because both are already registered with Ofsted. 

 

5. Planning 
5.1 17/00883/1 Land between Knebworth Station car park and Ferguson 
House, Park Lane, Knebworth 
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Outline planning application (landscaping reserved) for residential development of 10 
units comprising 9 x two bed flats, conversion and two storey side extension to 
existing building at the rear of the site to provide 4 parking spaces and cycle store at 
ground floor with 1 x 2 bed flat over and 18 car parking spaces within site following 
demolition of existing buildings. Repairing and raising of existing wall on northern 
boundary to 2.5 metres in height and repairing and raising of existing wall to western 
boundary to 2.1 metres in height.  
 
The developers for the Hamilton site stated that the aaccess road is close to the 
station car park access to give better visual display and safer exit and entrance to 
site as there is a shallower gradient. They confirmed that construction vehicles will be 
parked on site and that Network Rail car parking spaces would be lost on the site 
boundary. 
 
The Council discussed the application and there were no objections. However the 
following comments were made: 
 
1. The four spaces below the single two bedroom dwelling should not be enclosed 

and should remain parking spaces. 
2. There should be no conversion of the vaulted roof space to create a dwelling. 
3. There was concern at the loss of parking spaces in the Station Car park 
4. S106 funding commuted sums for affordable homes should be ring-fenced for 

Knebworth dwellings. 
5. There was concern at the proximity of the access to the station car park access. 

Especially as the area becomes congested at peak times. 
6. S106 funding should be sought towards community hall provision of 

accommodation for preschool / scout & guide hall / after school club / council 
office. 

7. All construction traffic should remain on site. 
 

 

5.2 6/2017/0848/MAJ  Entech House London Road Woolmer Green SG3 6JE 
Erection of 72 residential units consisting of 46 houses (12 x 3 bed and 34 x 4 bed) 
and 26 flats (4 x 1 bed and 22 x 2 bed), 657 sqm retail floor space (A1) and 485.1 
sqm office floor space (B1)a)) with associated landscaping, parking and 
infrastructure, involving demolition of existing industrial (B2) buildings and residential 
units. 
 17/01224/ADJ Entech House, London Road, Woolmer Green 
 Erection of 72 residential units consisting of 46 houses (12 x 3 bedroom and 34 x 4 
bedroom) and 26 flats (4 x 1 bedroom and 22 x 2 bedroom), retail floor space (A1) 
measuring 657m2 and office and office floor space (B1)a) measuring 485.1m2 with 
associated landscaping, parking and infrastructure, involving demolition of existing 
industrial (B2) buildings NORTH HERTS DISTRICT COUNCIL: CONSULTEE ONLY 
- ADJACENT AUTHORITY APPLICATION 
 
The application in not in North Herts, however the Council objected to the application 
due to inadequate infrastructure with regard to school provision, surgery and 
highways. 
 
5.3 Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Local Plan 
WHBC Local Plan has been submitted to the Planning Inspector. The Council 
objected to the plan and asked to attend the inquiry.  
 
It was agreed that a draft letter to WHBC should be reviewed by Mr Griffiths. 
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The Council approved Mr Griffith’s quote to review a letter to WHBC and to appear at 
the Public Inquiry on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
The clerk is to contact Woolmer Green Parish Council to ask if it wishes to share 
costs for the planning expert. 

 

6.   Minutes 
Proposed by Mr Ward, seconded by Mr Hemingway and 

Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 May 
2017 and be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

7. To Note the Minutes of the Committee Meeting 
Annual Parish Meeting held on 3 May 2017 
Amenities Committee held on 7 June 2017  
The Council noted the minutes of the parish and committee meetings. 

 

8. Matters Arising from previous meetings 
8.1 Co-option 
Proposed by Mr Willcocks, seconded by Mrs Conybeare and 

Resolved: to co-opt Colin Stringer to the Parish Council. 
The clerk is to notify Mr Stringer. 
 
8.2 Planning Gain 
Councillors are to produce a list for S106 funds.  It is to obtain information on the 
communities needs via the Parish News.   It considered the two main areas for 
funding are community and transport. Councillors are to forward suggestions to the 
clerk. 
 
Initial suggestions where the village could benefit from funding were:  

 Out of school club 

 Junction with Gypsy Lane and Orchard Way 

 Scout & guides; estimated costs to renovate and fix the scout hut roof is £80-
100K plus VAT and to rebuild £300-350K plus VAT. 

 Obtain money for the Village Trust to distribute 

 Community Centre to include office for the Parish Council 

 Preschool – take one of the pitches and build a preschool  

 Obtain land for additional football pitches, cricket club and car parks. 

 Better wheelchair access 
 

9. Matters arising from the Parish Meeting 
9.1 To consider safety measures for Deards End Lane 
A request was made for cameras for Deards End Lane Bridge which is an ancient 
monument. This may be the responsibility of HCC or the Network Rail.  
 
Pedestrian safety on Deards End Lane was raised. The speed and volume of traffic, 
lack of footpath, width of road and minimal lighting all contribute to safety issues. A 
resident was to gather support from residents of Deards End Lane to make a case to 
the police safety fund. There was insufficient information to apply for the January 
2017 round but the fund will reopen to applications later in the year. 
 
9.2 Definition of affordable homes 
The Parish Council noted the previously circulated definition of affordable housing.  
The clerk is to contact the person who asked the question to be informed. 
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9.3 Overgrown footpaths 
Councillors noted the method of reporting overgrown footpaths via the County 
Council website. 

 

10. Christmas Lights 
Proposed by Mr Ward seconded by Mr Willcocks and  

Resolved: Not to repair the lights on the surgery building but to maintain other lights 
on London and Station Roads.   

 

11.  Clerk’s Report  
10.1 CC Thake has asked Highways to review the SID locations. 
10.2 Save the Pub Group is to run the village fun day on St Martins Green this year. 
10.3 Knebworth Youth Football Club has asked to rearrange the pitch layout in the 
recreation grounds. 
10.4 The timber play equipment in the recreation grounds should be reopened soon. 

 

12. Accounts   
12.1  To approve the List of Payments 1 May 2017 to 31 May 2017 
Proposed by Dr Fothergill seconded by Mrs Conybeare and  

Resolved to approve the list of payments for May 2017. 
 
12.2 To approve quotes 
There were no quotes to approve. 
 
12.3 To note review of bank reconciliations  
Dr Fothergill confirmed that the bank reconciliations to May 2017 were in order. 

 

13. Any Other Business  
13.1 The Chairman apprised the Council of the CAA consultation on aircraft noise, 
which runs until 30 June. 
 

 
 
The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for 12 July. 
 

 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.02 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman   ___________________________________ 
 
 
Date    ___________________________________ 
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